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1.0 Introduction  

The Minex Southern region event was the eighth since the launch of regional MINEX events in 2016. 
With a focus on providing critical information and promoting health and safety in Artisanal and Small 
Scale Mining (ASM), the event was supported by ZIMSHEC and the Zimbabwe Miners Federation. 

 Topical issues centred on mining claims conflict between locals and the Chinese and access to funding 
for successful exploiting of mineral resources especially for women . The event was held on the 13th of 
June at the YAFM Radio Park.  

Over 300 ASMs attended the event and key stakeholders included, Ministry of Mines and Mining 
Development, Zimbabwe Miners Federation (ZMF) , Mimosa, ZELA, ZETDC, EMA ,NSSA, and  Fidelity 
Printers and Refiners. Among the key mining suppliers at the event were Zimlabs, Performance 
Laboratories, Kubota Engineering, Garmin, Jacob Bethel Corporation, and Shepco Industrial Supplies   

2.0 Event Objectives 

The objectives of the regional MINEX were:- 

 Create interactive forum for dialogue and solving challenges faced by miners 

 Raise awareness on health and safety social impact and collectively develop solutions to track 
and monitor health and safety in ASMs and its impact. 

 Establish where we are in terms of enforcing appropriate regulatory instruments that can 
support sustainable mining including issuance and monitoring of EPOs, mining claims and 
implementation of the Mines and Minerals Act.  

 Link ASMs to sources of funding to promote growth and development. 

 Support the business growth of ASMs and unlock opportunities through linking them to 
suppliers, buyers, financiers and the business community at large.  

3.0 Presentation Highlights  

3.1 Opening Remarks Minex Chairman Munyaradzi Hwengwere 

 We are the communicators and ZIMSHEC and ZMF are our mobilisers so we work hand in glove  

 Mining is the mainstay of the economy and government has set a target of 12 billion by 2023 

 Minex exists to empower small scale miners, focusing on four key pillars: Health and Safety, 
Financing, Regulatory issues and Mining Knowledge issues.  

 We bring experts in these areas who can address the challenges you are facing 
 

3.2 ZMF Remarks Henrietta Rushwaya 
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 Welcomed the miners to the conference and made the introductions  

 ZMF interested in ensuring that women and other disadvantaged groups benefit equally 

 We are in the process of formalization and coming to Minex is part of the formalization process 

 Zimshec and ZMF are focusing on the health and safety of small scale miners 

 We recently launched the car loan scheme for miners and every miner can be part of it 

 ZMF will be launching the yellow metal equipment scheme whereby we are bringing equipment 
owned by ZMF to be hired by small scale miners particularly ZMF members  

 She urged Minex organisers to expand their expos to national levels promising that miners will 
come in their numbers 

 Gold deliveries for January was 2.053 tonnes, 1.300 tonnes in February, 1.563 tonnes in March, 
1.600 tonnes in April and 1.935 tonnes in May. 

 Tribute issues should be looked into for the benefit of Artisanal Miners 

 Urged all delegates to tour exhibition stands  

 Expressed hope that delegates will learn something from the conference 

 

 

4.0 Deputy Minister of Mines and Mining Development Hon Polite Kambamura–KEY NOTE 

ADDRESS 

 Govt is on course to achieving the $12 billion mining industry by 2023 

 Govt is left with less than a year to achieve this target 

 This year the target is $8 billion and next year $4 billion more 

 Under the Road Map, US$4 billion will be attained from gold, US$3 billion from platinum and 
US$1 billion will be realised from chrome, iron and steel. Diamonds will contribute US$1 billion 
whereas coal and hydro carbons will contribute another US$1 billion. Lithium will contribute 
US$0, 5 billion and others minerals to generate US$1, 5 billion. 

 Government is coming up with a special grant mining title and mining licences to benefit 
Zimbabweans and miners will be expected to pay taxes 

 Government to put measures to control prices in the chrome sector 

 Govt is working to bring mining extension officers in mining arrears to deal with issues of 
pegging, environmental degradation, among other issues. 

 The  Mines and Minerals Act  as enacted to ensure that miners mine responsibly  

 ZMF should work with government to grow the ASM sector 

 ZIMRA should educate miners that they are not enemies but friends 

 Mining fees should be standardized by local authorities 

 Local suppliers should make raw materials and equipment affordable to miners  

 Chinese companies should support locals not to abuse them  

 Government expects the small scale miners to grow but they face a number of challenges 
including lack of geological surveys before mining 

 Even though they are represented through ZMF there is need for small scale miners to get 
organised and speak with one voice. 
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 In terms of finance the miners can approach Fidelity Printers and Refiners which manages the 
gold fund. 

4.0 HEALTH AND SAFETY ISSUES 

4.1 ZELA: SHAMISO MUTISI   

 We advocate for the provision of the right equipment and technical support for miners  

 Communities should benefit from mining activities in their places  

 ASM policy should encourage responsible mining standards  

 Taxes should be affordable to Artisanal Miners  

 Govt should come up with tribute agreements that give value to ASM  

 Mines and Minerals Act amendment should define a small scale miner and include the 
formalization of small scale miners  

 It should include fair price for their produce 
 
4.2 NSSA 

 Miners should be formalized for them to be assisted by NSSA 

 Those outside the formal sector are also welcome for training  

 NSSA is in discussions with mining associations to come up with workshops to train 
miners about occupational health issues  

 NSSA has courses tailor made for small scale miners  

 Once a miner is registered with NSSA, there will be continuity of his or her mining 
business after passing away 

 At the age of 55, a miner can come and make some claims to NSSA 
4.3 EMA  

 EMA Act, 2002 provides for the establishment of an appropriate legal and institutional 
framework for the management of the environment and related matters. It is a 
framework of environmental legislation that establishes appropriate legal and 
institutional mechanisms for the management of the environment 

 It provides for improved legal and administrative co-ordination of the diverse sectoral 
initiatives in order to improve the national capacity for the management of the 
environment. 

 Miners should protect the land and natural resources by practicing safe mining 

 Cyanide is highly toxic and great precautions must be taken when handling it. However, 
in contrast to mercury, cyanide does not persist in the environment. 

 We respect environmental rights for all Zimbabwean citizens  
 

         4.4 -ZIMSHEC 

 ZIMSHEC said miners should invest in health and safety equipment and follow the proper 
procedures to avoid mining hazards. 

 Zimshec partnered with the School of Mines and MSU to train miners on health and safety  

 Advised miners to procure protective clothing like gloves, earplugs, gumboots, respirators and 
other equipment so as to save lives before they starting mining 
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  Explained the different hazards being faced by small scale miners including chemical hazards 
which can harm health if miners don’t wear protective clothing and take the necessary 
precautions. 

 

5. FINANCE AND FUNDING- RESERVE BANK OF ZIMBABWE -MR TAWANDA MUVEVI 

 RBZ is supporting miners through the Gold Development Initiative  

 Every miner can go and access the funds from Fidelity Printers 

 These are loans not grants  

 If you have qualifying criteria problems, send it through your associations  

 Miners can use gold exceeding 200 kgs per year as security for the loan 

  The gold fund was created by the Reserve Bank of Zimbabwe to enhance economic productivity 
through promotion and development of gold mining industry 

 The gold fund is primarily for the acquisition of gold mining plant and equipment in order to 
enhance gold production by miners 

 

      5.1  ZIMRA Application and Renewal of Tax Clearance for Small Scale Miners  

 In terms of Section 80 of the income tax, Chapter 23 (6), the Authority shall not renew a 
certificate of a miner unless he or she produces a valid tax clearance certificate. 

 Tax Clearance is very important for miners 

 If you have a valid tax clearance from ZIMRA, you are not liable to pay the 30 percent 
withholding tax 

 For one to get a tax clearance certificate, they should be registered with ZIMRA and have a 
business partner 

 Tax Clearance certificate is for free as long as you are registered with ZIMRA 

 Registration with ZIMRA is also free and miners can visit any of our offices for registration  

 Miners should send queries through the following email, 

ift263quriesdeskregion3@zimra.co.zw and get more information 

 

 5.2 MIMOSA TECHNICAL SERVICES –MR PAUL MAN’OMBE 

 Small Scale Miners should formalize their operations to implement technical services  

 Encouraged miners to do geological surveys and map their gold belts 

      • Advised miners to extract samples which they take to labs for analysis before 

commencement of mining 

       • Urged miners to improve to diamond drilling in order to know their resource 

mailto:ift263quriesdeskregion3@zimra.co.zw
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 Miners to do feasibility studies that cover legal, finance, HR and environmental 

management and targeted markets 

 

      

 

5.3 ZIMBABWE SCHOOL OF MINES  

 All miners should be educated  

 We train miners from exploration to mineral processing  

 We also give miners extra services in terms of geology, surveying and  mining 

technology 

 Zimbabwe School of Mines can come wherever you are  

 We can train you in the best language that you can understand  

 We are introducing a lot of courses including online training  

  

 

6. Question and Answer Session 

 How soon will the government assist chrome to start selling their chrome? 

 Are the Chinese investors or what? They are abusing locals in terms of labour, they are 

not even giving back to the communities. 

 The Reserve Bank of Zimbabwe should have branches across the country where mining 

activities are taking place 

 Police is raiding miners alone without anyone from the Ministry of Mines, is that legal or 

not? 

 Big mines are making lots of money but do they have life after mine initiatives or they 

are just destroying the environment without giving back? 

 Raw materials from the mines should be utilized for activities like road construction  

 Inspection fees for small scale miners are too high 
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 How long does it take to be given a claim after applying, l applied four years ago up to 

now l haven’t been given any feedback? 

 As Zimbabweans we are not benefiting anything from our resources but foreigners are , 

how can the Ministry of Mines assist?  

 Is there a difference between Zimbabweans and Chinese in terms of law enforcement? 

 Fidelity is delaying in terms of paying the miners, they are taking three days or more 

which is not good. 

 People with political muscles are taking mining claims by force. What can we do about 

that? 

 Women are not getting mining loans but men are being given, what should women do? 

6.1 PMD MIDLANDS TARIRO NDLOVU’S RESPONSE 

 On the issue of EPOs, my office is open, you should come if you have any problem so 

that you will be assisted. 

 Midlands does not have a backlog in terms of ground verification. We are just awaiting 

to give you your certificates. 

 The Minister of Mines said certificates should be out in 45 days, but we are not yet able 

to do that, because we have an upsurge in terms of applicants so we are looking at 

between 45 to 90 days. 

 Change of ownership of a mine is not easy to do, there is nowhere you can be removed 

from your registered mine.  

 A mine must be transferred with procedures if you have any cases, bring them forward  

 Hammer mills need to go through a proper commissioning process  

6.2 DEPUTY MINISTER’S RESPONSE 

 The Chrome sector is part and parcel of the 12 billion mining industry, so as government 

we value chrome mining as well 

 The reason for banning of the exportation of raw chrome was to promote value addition  

 We were losing a lot of revenue through exporting raw chrome  

 About five smelters are being constructed in Zimbabwe and we have received 

applications from different companies who also want to build ferrochrome smelters  
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  Government is already working to come up with a platform whereby the MMCZ will 

control the prices after noting that the Chinese are taking advantage 

 You will see changes in the next two or so months and you will like it 

 The police are law enforcement agencies and there are departments within the police 

who deals with mining issues if they are not handling it properly please bring the cases 

forward  

 We are looking forward to coming up with mining courts and banks across the country 

to resolve your issues 

 In three months, all our mining provinces will be installed with mining cadastre system 

to curb the abuses and disputes within the mining sector  

 There should be a chrome symposium whereby we will discuss about these issues 

together with the Chinese so that we tell them what we want as government  

 We are coming up with a primary small scale license for local black Zimbabweans and it 

will indicate who will be benefitting  

 We will also come up with other licenses specifically for investors where there will be a 

definition of an investor 

 I was checking with Fidelity Printers and there was a low uptake of women miners 

taking loans l don’t know if they are afraid 

 Women should go and get loans at Fidelity and can also go through the Women Bank, 

they also have some loans for women  

 We have got reserved areas which we are giving to vulnerable groups including the 

youths and women across all provinces. 

 We are doing the same for war veterans to try and empower them  

 Women are only focusing on gold and chrome but there are many minerals like 

gemstones which you should venture into and make money from 

 We are going to make sure that we put a statutory instrument whereby Chinese will not 

scramble for small claims as investors  

 The Mines and Minerals Act bill will be out soon so that all these issues will be resolved  
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